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Enforcement

SARASOTA COUNTY, CITY OF SARASOTA
(incorporated area) AND CITY OF VENICE
(incorporated area)

From June 1 through September 30, no fertilizer
containing nitrogen or phosphorus shall be applied to
turf or landscape plants.

Nitrogen fertilizer must contain at least 50 percent
slowly available or slow-release nitrogen (SRN). No
more than four pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square fe
may be applied to turf or landscape plants each year.

Shall not exceed 0.25 pounds per 1,000 square feet
at each application, and shall not exceed a total of 0.5
pounds per 1,000 square feet per year.

No fertilizer may be applied to impervious (non-porous
surfaces and any spillage must be removed. Fertilizer
may not be applied within ten feet of any water body or
wetland. Plants may be fertilized in this zone only for th
first 60-day establishment period.

A six-foot low-maintenance zone of landscape
plants appropriate to preventing fertilizer runoff is
recommended for any water body or wetland.

A deflector shield is required on all broadcast (rotary)
spreaders to prevent fertilizer from being applied to
impervious surfaces or within ten feet of any water bod
or wetland.

No grass clippings, vegetative material, or vegetative
debris may be washed, swept, blown, or otherwise
deposited in stormwater drains, ditches, conveyances,
water bodies, wetlands, or sidewalks or roadways.

All applicators of fertilizer (except homeowners on theil
own property) must receive training and certification in
Green Industry-Best Management Practices (GI-BMP).

Enforcement actions will take place through the use of
county Code Enforcement procedures or civil penalties,

This brochure is intended as an educational introduction to fertilizer and

private residents and professional landscapers, maintain responsibility fg




Reatricted Season
From June through September, do not apply

fertilizers containing nitrogen or phosphorus to
lawns.

Nitrogen fertilizer must contain at least 50 per-
cent slow-release nitrogen, and no more than
four pounds of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet

may be applied to turf or landscape plants each
year.

Fertilizer-Tree Zone

No fertilizer may be applied to impervious
(non-porous) surfaces and any spillage must be
removed. Fertilizer-free zones are also required
around water bodies and wetlands though spe-
cifics vary by locality.

Green Industry-Beat

Management Practices
Traini

Florida law requires that all commercial fertilizer
applicators must have a license from the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services (FDACS) by January 1, 2014. To obtain
this license, each Green Industry worker must be
trained in the Green Industry-Best Management
Practices (GI-BMP) and receive a certificate

of completion from the University of Florida
Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences

and Florida Department of Environmental
Protection. GI-BMP Training programs are
available online and through Sarasota County
Extension.

‘Phosphorus

Applications of phosphorus shall not exceed
0.25 pounds per 1,000 square feet at each
application, nor exceed a total of 0.5 pounds per
1,000 square feet each year.

Grass Clippings

Keep grass clippings, vegetative material and
other debris out of stormwater drains, ditches,
conveyances, water bodies and roadways.

Tertilizer {lpplicators

All commercial and institutional applicators of
fertilizer must receive training and certification

in Green Industries-Best Management Practices
(GI-BMP). Private homeowners are required to
follow local codes and are encouraged to comply
with the UF/IFAS Florida-Friendly Landscaping™
Program.

‘More Information

UF/IFAS Sarasota County Extension
sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu

941-861-5000

Sarasota County - Ord. No. 2007-062,
www.scgov.net - 941-861-5000

City of Venice - Ord. No.2009-07,
www.venicegov.com

City of Sarasota - Ord. No. 2007-4768,
www.sarasotagov.com

Town of Longboat Key - Ord. No. 2008-04,
2008-07, www.longboatkey.org

City of North Port - Ord. No. 2007-45,
www.cityofnorthport
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